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Welcome



Board of Commissioners Guiding 

Principles

2019 Abington Township Ready for 100 Clean Energy 

Resolution: A Vision for a 100% Clean Energy Future:

• Striving to transition to 100% clean renewable electricity, community-wide by 2035; 

• Striving to transition to 100% clean renewable energy community wide when replacing space 

conditioning, hot water, and transportation equipment and vehicles by 2050

• Striving to transition Township vehicle fleets to 100% electric vehicles by 2030

• At the request of the Board of Commissioners and Township Manager, the EAC will draft an 

energy transition plan for achieving these goals
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Agenda

• Why is the Township developing a Climate Action Plan?

• Current and future impacts of climate change on our 
community

• What is a Climate Action Plan?

• How to stay engaged

• Community input and discussion

• Next Steps PEN
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COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE PARTNERS

TheCALMSociety.org
“Our Future Leaders Start At Home”

The Abington Board of School Directors and the other entities shown assume no responsibilities for the opinions, information, and possible typographical errors and omissions, etc. that may be 
reflected on this page or throughout this entire presentation. 
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STAR Community Rating – Abington 3-Star Community
Categories

• Built Environment
• Climate and Energy
• Economy and Jobs
• Education, Arts and Community
• Equity and Empowerment
• Health and Safety
• Natural Systems
• Innovation and Process

LEED for Cities
Categories

• Integrative Process
• Natural Systems and Ecology
• Transportation and Land Use
• Water Efficiency
• Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emissions
• Materials and Resources
• Quality of Life
• Innovation
• Regional Priority 

Climate initiatives 



2020: Abington selected for  

Pennsylvania’s Local Climate 

Action Program
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PA State Plan and 

Local Climate Action Plans

Source: 2018 PA Climate Action Plan 
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• Pay as You Throw Program
• Commingle Recycling
• Paper Recycling 

• Leaf and yard waste collection 
• Composted into mulch

• Education campaign 

• Reduction in vehicle miles traveled

• Over 15,000 tons of recycled items collected

Public Works- Recycling 
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Among the first in the 

region to:

• Replace incandescent bulbs with LEDs

• Expected 5 year payback achieved in 3 years

• Reduced traffic light energy costs from over 
$130K/year to only $10K – a 90% reduction

• Relied on in-house labor to reduce costs

• Replaced 2500 lamps at 120 intersections and 
pedestrian crossings

• Saves 934 MwH and reduces 495 tons of Township 
harmful greenhouse gas emissions annually
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• Upgrade of 5,000 street lights to LED

• LED upgrades at some Township 
facilities including the Abington 
Free Library, Crestmont Park, 
Administration Building and 
Wastewater Treatment Plant

• Trail connections to public transit 
and local parks 

Other energy related 

accomplishments
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2017 Montgomery County 

Hazard Mitigation Plan 
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Time Machine

Climate Explorer
-Abington
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https://climate.nasa.gov/interactives/climate-time-machine
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https://www.edf.org/climate/climate-change-and-extreme-weather
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“Climate Change is an urgent and
growing threat to our national
security, contributing to increased
natural disasters, refugee flows
and conflicts over basic resources
such as food and water. These
impacts are already occurring,
and the scope, scale and intensity
of these impacts are projected to
increase over time. “

- National Security Strategy, 2015
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This report depicts historical 
climate change since 2010 for the 
region to include:

• The warmest summers and wettest years 
on record

• An increase in hurricanes

• A 2012 first time ever derecho

• End of this century projections of four to 10 
times as many days per year above 95 
degrees Fahrenheit

• End of this century projections of as many 
as 16 days a year above 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit

• Impact: increase in health-related problems 
such as asthma, cardiovascular disease, 
COPD, and other respiratory diseases from 
higher levels of ozone, as well as adverse 
effects on regional transit, watersheds, 
stormwater and wastewater management
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June 2020 Montgomery County derecho that killed three citizens
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https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/weather/stories-weather/derecho-widespread-damage-people-killed/2417062/
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Potential Damages from Climate Change
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Cost Estimates of Climate Mitigation
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https://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/effects
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You ain’t seen nothing yet
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PASTOR MARSHALL MITCHELL
SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH OF ABINGTON 

ANDABINGTON  TOWNSHIP CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 

COLLABORATIVE PARTNERS
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Equity and Environmental 

justice impacts
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Now what?
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Contract with a 
Consultant

Apply for a DEP 
– Climate 

Action Plan 
DIY



Abington

Climate Action 
Plan 2021 to 

complete



Abington
Clean 

Energy Plan 
Team
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
✔ 2019 Abington 
Passed Resolution


2021: Draft Abington 
Climate Action Plan

PA Communities with resolutions or Climate Plans
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Abington Township 

Climate Action Plan 

2021 Draft Completion
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Abington Clean 
Energy Plan Team
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Energy 
Procurement

Energy Management
and Efficiency

Renewable Energy 
Production

Electric Vehicle
Options

Four training focus Areas of 

the department of energy’s guide to

community energy strategic planning 
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Local climate action plan

 Why is Abington    

developing a cap?

 Current and 

future impacts

• What is a cap?

 How to stay 

engaged

 Community input 

and discussion



 Why is Abington    

developing a cap?

 Current and 

future impacts

• What is a cap?

 How to stay 

engaged

 Community input 

and discussion



Abington township climate action plan 

Road to Carbon Neutrality – Cleaning It Down Throughout Our Town
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Phase One

•Community wide energy 
and emissions profile

Phase Two

•Identification of sectors 
and high emitters

Phase Three

• Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Reduction Strategies

•Calculations of conversions 
required by year to meet 
2050 goal

Phase Four

•Recommendations by 
community sector for 
voluntary program options

Community emissions reduction 

planning For a local climate 

action plan
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Data Collection



Source: Abington Township Community GHG Inventory through the PA DEP 2020-2021
Local Climate Action Plan Program with ICLEI technical assistance and training

Emissions Sector MTCO2 Eq. Percent

Residen al 180,519 34%

Industrial	and	Commercial 150,509 29%

Transporta on	and	Mobile	Sources 147,367 28%

Solid	Waste 23,957 5%

Water	and	Wastewater 18,1223 3%

Process	and	Fugi ve	Emissions 4,657 1%

Agriculture,	Forestry,	Other	Land	Use 139 0.03%

Total	2018	Abington	Community	GHGs 525,271 100%
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Emissions Sector MTCO2 Eq. Percent

Residen al 180,519 34%

Industrial	and	Commercial 150,509 29%

Transporta on	and	Mobile	Sources 147,367 28%

Solid	Waste 23,957 5%

Water	and	Wastewater 18,1223 3%

Process	and	Fugi ve	Emissions 4,657 1%

Agriculture,	Forestry,	Other	Land	Use 139 0.03%

Total	2018	Abington	Community	GHGs 525,271 100%
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29%

34%

2018 Abington Township Community 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory by Sector

91% of Abington’s Community GHGs are from our
1. Residential  2. Commercial and  Industrial and

3. Transportation Sectors
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https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/climate/Pages/Local-Climate-Action.aspx
https://icleiusa.org/about/who-we-are/


Abington Township Community GHG Inventories 

to Date And Analysis of 2015-2018 changes

*Note:The 2005, 2010, and 2015 GHG inventories were conducted by DVRPC GHG inventory
methodology. The 2018 Abington inventory utilized ICLEI’s ClearPath tool as part the PA DEP's
technical assistance to the Township to conduct its own GHG inventory. This difference in
methodology may account for the 2015 to 2018 increase. ClearPath is the most used and accepted
online software tool for completing greenhouse gas inventories.
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What is a climate action 

plan (cap)?

Abington’s township-wide, comprehensive roadmap to:
 Why is Abington    

developing a cap?

 Current and 

future impacts

• What is a cap?

 How to stay 

engaged

 Community input 

and discussion

Source: City of Bethlehem 

http://communityremarks.com/bethlehem/


What is in a climate 

action plan (cap)?

The Climate Action Plan is a roadmap. 
Implementation follows the release of the plan. Why is Abington    

developing a cap?

 Current and 

future impacts

• What is a cap?

 How to stay 

engaged

 Community input 

and discussion

Source: City of Bethlehem 

http://communityremarks.com/bethlehem/


Abington Community-wide 

GHG inventory

The inventory serves as the baseline for our community goals. The 
inventory will be refined and updated over time to measure 
progress.

Emissions Sector MTCO2 Eq. Percent

Residen al 180,519 34%

Industrial	and	Commercial 150,509 29%

Transporta on	and	Mobile	Sources 147,367 28%

Solid	Waste 23,957 5%

Water	and	Wastewater 18,1223 3%

Process	and	Fugi ve	Emissions 4,657 1%

Agriculture,	Forestry,	Other	Land	Use 139 0.03%

Total	2018	Abington	Community	GHGs 525,271 100%
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STRATEGY AND ACTION AREAS

Strategies will be categorized by emission-reduction sector (green) and to 
increase the community’s resiliency and protect vulnerable populations (blue)
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Source: City of Bethlehem 



Each action area will include a roadmap to achieve goals.

Example action area components 
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Cap schedule and approach
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CAP schedule and approach

• Develop targets, strategies and goals 
(April 23-May 15, 2021)

• Public Meeting 2 on targets, strategies and goals
(May 15-May 30, 2021)

• Public Meeting 3 to gather feedback on draft CAP
(May 31-July 31, 2021)

• Finalize and adopt CAP by Abington Township Board of 
Commissioners (August 1-September 30, 2021)

 Why is Abington    

developing a cap?

 Current and 

future impacts

• What is a cap?

 How to stay 

engaged

 Community input 

and discussion



Online Mapping Tool in Development

Example of a tool to map our community hazards
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Online Mapping Tool in Development
Example of a tool to map our community hazards

Think about the topics above as they apply to your own neighborhood. We would like you to
locate and comment on sites that relate to these topics.

You can use the links in the menu to the left to navigate to areas of Bethlehem or zoom in to your 
neighborhood on the map with the plus and minus icons to the right.

Click a location to drop a pin. After you choose a location, a comment box with a drop down menu 
will let you choose the pin topic and leave a comment.

Please use the comment field to describe the site, such as the name of the closest intersection, street, 
park or landmark.

You may also add details on the climate impact, such as the severity of damages from flooding. You 
are welcome to pin as many sites as you like.
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Mapping tool menu with list of climate change indicators
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How to stay engaged 

• Visit AbingtonPA.gov/ClimatePlan for updates

1. Look for Abington’s Community CAP Survey there on May 1, 2021
2. Use the Online Mapping Tool there to share climate your climate

change feedback by geographic location

• Continue to participate in Public Meetings

• Volunteer for the plan or organize community engagement

• Talk with your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and 
community based organizations, sports, or faith based 
institutions to educate them about climate change and 
Abington’s CAP
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Polling Question 1

Question: Which of the following goals do you think should guide the    
development and prioritization of the Climate Action Plan strategies?

—Reduce GHG emissions
—Improve resilience
—Improve equitable outcomes
—Promote jobs and economic opportunities
—Reduce local air pollution (particulate matter, ozone, etc.)
—Create immediate impacts (show building owners and residents how to save on their

energy costs)
—Up-front cost-effective and affordable
—Long-term investment and benefits
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Polling Question 2

Question: Would you be willing to switch to renewable electricity if you knew you    
would save money? Right now rates are as low as 5.29 per kWh    
compared to PECO’s rate of $6.60/kWh (To learn how visit        
MakeBenProud.com or send an email to EAC@AbingtonPA.gov to learn 
exactly how to do this).

—Yes
__No
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Polling Question 3

Question: Would you be interested in helping to create a community solar   
program to save homeowners and businesses on the costs of using solar   
through community aggregation (e.g. reduced costs through vetted 
contractors for our community or a program that makes it easier and   
less expensive to get permission for solar? 

—Yes
__No
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Questions and answers and 

how to stay engaged

• Visit AbingtonPA.gov/ClimatePlan for updates

1. Look for Abington’s Community CAP Survey there on May 1, 202
2. Use the Online Mapping Tool there to share climate your climate

change feedback by geographic location

• Continue to participate in Public Meetings

• Volunteer for the plan or organize community engagement

• Talk with your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and 
community based organizations, sports, or faith based 
institutions to educate them about climate change and 
Abington’s CAP
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Abington Township

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
COLLABORATIVE

700,000

MTCO2e

525,000

MTCO2e

350,000

MTCO2e

175,000

MTCO2e

NET ZERO

AbingtonPA.gov/ClimatePlan
ClimatePlan@AbingtonPA.gov

Thank you for doing your part to 

Bring Emissions Down Throughout Our Town  


